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Washington playhouses have been a. part
of the city luelt for only a very short time
In comparison to the growth and size of the
town. A long time elapsed after the es-

tablishment of the seat of Government In
the District of Columbia before the erec-
tion of its first theatre. So long in fact
that the residents of the city became im-

patient for lack of amusement and built
the first legitimate playhouse themselves.
Thespis has long been the patron deity of
the residents of the National Capital, how-
ever, as Is attested by the outpouring of
money that followed the. appeal of the citi-
zens for a theatre In 1SZZ when the Nation-
al Theatre was built. There were several
playhouses in The city before that time,
but that signalized the. opening of perma-
nent theatres In Washington. The house
was and always has been the home of the
best that the country could produce, and
some of the greatest stars in the theatrical
firmament have made their first appear-
ance on Its stage.

There were numerous theatrical per-
formances before the erection of the Na-
tional and there were numerous play-bous- es

of more or less popularity. The
first theatrical performance that is known
to have taken place in the District of Co-

lumbia was given by Archibald Marlbor-
ough Hamilton Sterling and his company of
comedians, in Georgetown, In 1799. The
love- of the citizens ot the District of Co-

lumbia for the drama at even that early
date is attested by the fact that the select-
men of the staid old "town ot Georgetown
decided that the event was of such a mu-
sical nature as to admit the remission of
the tax of ?5 per night assessed against
theatrical performance by the city. Where
and how the performance or performances
were given It in Impossible to learn, but
It seems that the people of the city were
very much pleased at the visit of the-- com-
pany, as it is a matter of record that the
Kenlleman with the long name returned
the next year and repeated bis former suc-
cess. There is some discussion as to the
existence of a theatre at that time. In the
collection of programmes and theatrical
posters in the possession of L. Moxley. of
this city, there is one that came from the
collection of Peter Force. The poster was
printed for two performances of the "Old
American Company," given November IS,
17S6. which Included in its repertoire, ac-

cording to the poster, "School for Scan-
dal" and "Love a la Mode."

The rirt ItcKulnr Sliovr.
These performances were said by Mr.

Torce to have been given at a theatre
which stood on Pennsylvania Avenue, be-

tween and Sixth streets
northwest. Mr. Moxley thinks, however,
that the poster referred to a Theatre In
Philadelphia. A theatre did stand on the
sit mentioned by Mr. Force, but it was
not erected until biter In the present cen-
tury. The fact that the performances were
given in this city is still a matter of doubt,
no one being found to either affirm or deny
the statement ot Mr-- Force. The first
regular theatrical performance given in
this city, of which there is authentic record
occurred at the Great Hotel, which was
then the principal tavern of the city. The
hotel was conducted by a man named
Blodgett, who also superintended the per-
formances given. The names of the people
or the plays that were presented at that
time are not known, but it is certain that
they were acted at the hotel as early as
1S0O.

In 1601 a. stock company purchased a site
at the comer of what is now Eleventh and
C streets northwest and erected thereon a
theatre, which was known as "The Thea
tre.' Performances were given here for a
number of years, when it burned down and

i not rebuilt until 1822, when it was soil
to a man named Carusl, who erected a
large building, which was known as the
City Assembly Rooms.

Then followed a career of gaiety ruch
as the city had never before known. The-
atrical performances of all kinds were giv-
en In tbe building and the most fashion-
able balls and receptions of the social
world of the National Capital were held
here. During the course of Its career sev-
eral inaugural balls were held In the hall,
the most notable of which was after tbe
inauguration of William Henry Harrison,
when tbe latter caught a cold that result-
ed In his death a few weeks later on. In
1S57 the building was remodeled and was
then known as the Washington Theatre,
and a number of notable performances
were given here. During March. 1S63, im-

mediately after tbe second inauguration
ot President Lincoln, the most notable
performance that was ever given in the
house look place. The company playing
at that time was the Wallack-Davenpo- rt

combination, and on the night in question
these two stars were at their best In a
performance of "How She LoTes Him."
In tbe cast besides the two mentioned
were Harry Placide and Rose Etynge, the
latter having Just made her debut in the
theatrical world. The "School for Scan-
dal." "Honeymoon." and "Still Watere
Run Deep" were also given by this com-
bination before the close of their season,-whic- h

lasted, several weeks.
In 1S72 the house was rented by Eugene

Kernan. who started a variety theatre in
the place. He was succeeded in the man
agement after two successful seasons by
a man named Rodgers. After a short pe-

riod Rodgers sold out to Budd & O'Neil
who after a short season released ths
theatre to Tom Saellbacher who remod-
eled the house and called it the Comlque.
In 1SS5 Mr. Kernan'agaln secured control
of the house and has been conducting a
variety theatre at the place ever since.
The bouse has been Improved several
times since then and the entrance has been
changed from C Street to Pennsylvania
Avenue.

Colonel Slnn'it l'lnliounr.
The next theatre to be erected In the city

was another "Washington Theatre" which
was afterward known as the American
and more recently as the Canterbury,, and
was managed by CoL William Sinn. It
passed out ot sight years ago. however,
and only tbe oldest Inhabitants of the city
ran remember where it stood. The the-
atre was built early In the twenties on

A venue between Fifth and Sixth
Streets, and for a long time was the prin-
cipal theatre In the city.

For yeare it had practically no opponent
In the production of first-cla- ss dramas and
It was not until Just before the Civil War
that it became a variety house and as such
was run until it burned down, nilly Rice.
Billy Emerson. Sol Smith Russell, then a
member of the Berger troupe of Swiss
bell ringcrz and Nat C. Goodwin, then
a song and dance man, have appeared at
this house at odd times during Its career.
Besides these a number of famous stars
presented the legitimate drama at the
house. Early In the fifties a Uieatre was
erected on Pennsylvania Avenue between

lf and Sixth Streets north-
west, which was known as tbe Adelphi.
The house was only In operation, a few
years, however, as it burned down in 1SC0

and was never rebuilt as a theatre.
Tbe most historic playhouse In the city

and perhaps one that Is more eCosely asso-
ciated with national history la tbe old
Ford's Theatre on Tenth Street northwest,
between E and F Streets. This building
was originally a Baptist church and was
first rented as a theatre by John W. Ford
la 1&3S- - Alter running for about a year
tbe building was burned to the ground.
Tbe church people who had formerly oc-

cupied tbe place said this was a visitation
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of Providence on the beads of. the owner
of the building for renting It for such a
secular purpose. The owner did not s.ein
to mind the criticism, however, as he im-

mediately erected a larger and handsomer
building which was turned over to Mr.
Ford aud was operated as a threatte by
him until that historic night In April. 1863,
when Lincoln fell by the hand ot the as-

sassin Booth. The theatre then became
the property of the United States Govern-
ment and remained standing until 1833
when it collapsed killing a number of men
and injuring many others. It waj then re-

built and Is still used by the Government
as a portion of the War Department.

The Oxford Theatre.
Late In the flttie3 the Oxford theatre

was built at tbe corner where the Bijou
now stands. It was used for many years
as a first-cla- house 'and many noted
stars appeared there. When Ford left his
theatre on Tenth Street after the Lincoln
.tragedy he purchased the Oxford and
turned it into an opera house. It was con-

ducted as such until about ten years ago,
when it was leased by Harris, Brltton &
Dean and was run In conjunction with two
Baltimore theatres under the control of
this firm as a house tor the production of
melodrama at popular prices. Two jears
ago it was rented by its present managers
and has been operated as a vaudeville
house ever since. In the latter part of the
seventies Lincoln Hall was built at the
corner or Ninth and D Streets. After a
short career as a music hall it was rented
to Hertzog and operated as a popular
priced theatre until it burned down in 1SS7.
It was then rebuilt and renamed tbe Lin-
coln Music Hall. In 1592 Manager Rapley,
of tbe National Theatre, secured control of
the house and turned it into a regular tne-atr- e,

calling it the Academy of Music by
which name it ia still known.

Early In the fifties a. music hall was
opened on Pennsylvania Avenue, between
Eleventh and Twelfth StrceU northwest.
This theatre was the scene of many no-

table performances of the variety class.
It had a long and varied career and was
not done away with until the ground was
broken for the new city postotfice a few
3 cars ago. It was at one time or another
the most popular family theatre in the
city, but deteriorated toward the latter
part of its existence and becarie ::;c home
of the wildest and most sugse-tiv- variety
companies on the road.

The theatres of more recent construc-
tion are the Grand Opera House, which
ias erected in 18S1; the Metzerott Music

Hall or the Columbia Theatre, as It is bet-
ter known, which was erected in 1892, and
the ."Lafayette Square Theatre, which was
built In 1893.

Of all the theatres In the city, however,
the one which is the best known and
which has become most endeared to the
hearts of the theatregolng public is the
National. This was one of the first legi-
timate houses to be built In the city and
was errcted by the citizens in 1S35. It has
had a long and varied career, having been
burned to the ground four times only to
rise again in renewed splendor to take its
place among the foremost theatres In the
country.

The National Theatre ot Old.
The National Theatre has always stood

on the same spot and has ever been known
as the National. Few people know that
the site was selected by the n

philanthropist and scholar, tbe late W.
W. Corcoran, and the theatre was built
largely with means furnished by him.

Before the erection of the National there
was really no theatre in the city where
first-cla- ss performances were regularly
given. The citizens of the District de-

manded that such a building be erected,
and at a mass meeting Messrs. Henry Ran-
dall, Richard Smith, Pornelious McLean,
Jr.. George Gibson, and William Brent
were appointed a committee to prepare
plans and select a site or the proposed
theatre. Some little time was spent In
the selection of the site ot the place, and
on October 16, 1831, the present lot was
purchased from John .Mason. The deed,
which is on record at the office of the er

of Deeds of the District of Colum-
bia, shows that the lot was purchased for
the erection thereon ot a building which
was to be devoted to public amusement.
After the purchase ot the lot it seems that
there was some little difficulty in secur-
ing funds for the purpose of building the
theatre, and in 1S33 W. W. Corcoran took
the matter out of the hands of the com-

mittee by purchasing the property and
erecting the building, which was recon-veye- d

to the stockholders in the original
enterprise and which has ever since been
known as the National Theatre. The build-
ing was leased to Messrs. Rowbotham and
Pratt, who also managed the Chestnut
Street Theatre in Philadelphia.

The first bill to be presented at the
house was a double one and included "The
Man of the World" and "Turned Out."
The cast Included Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson,
the father and mother of Joe Jefferson.
Mrs. Burke, who was associated with the
Jeffersons for a long time, and a number
of others of lesser note. The hosse was
packed at the first performance and the
audience was said to have besn a. very en-

thusiastic one. The prices charged were
much lower than those ot later days, the
best seat In the house being only 1. wbi'a
scats in the second tier of boxes could b j
bad for SO cents. The play comminced at
7 o'clock and was Interspersed with &

number of musical numbers. The first star
to appear at the new theatre was Miss
Emma Wheatley, a local actress ot merit,
and was said to have scored an Instanta-
neous success. Following the opening
there were a number of great events in tl.e
theatrical history of the city. Junius
Brutus Booth appeared there several times
in repertoire. Joseph Jefferson made hia
debut in the theatrical world at this house
and appeared there several times each sea-
son. CA number of plays were given tneir
first production here. Duiing the first ten
years of iti" exibtence Edwin Forrest, J.
W. Wallack, the elder Booth, Edmund
Kean, Madame Celeste. Ellen Tre3. Faunis
Elssier and a number of other n

theatrical stars of days gone by appeared
at the house.

In 1845 th house was destroyed by fire
for the first time. Nothing but the walls
were- - left standing and seven or eight
dwellings that had stood in the vicinity
were also burned to the ground.

- ,lrnn LIiiiI'h Apenrnncr.
In 1830 the fame ot Jenny LInd had trav-

eled to this country and arrangements
were made for her American tour. It was
considered absolutely necessary that she
should give at least one concert In this
city, and as the National Theatre had
burned to the ground there was no place
where the concert could be held. Messrs.
Wlllard and Reeslde, two public-spirite- d

citizens, solved the difficulty and relieved
the minds of the citizens ot the District by
the erection of a building on the site of the
old National Theatre, which was known
as the National Hall, and was built espe-
cially for the Jenny LInd concert. Here
John Howard Payne heard tbe great singer
sing "Home, Sweet Home." After this
event It as occupied by Prof. King as a
circus, which was run by him for an en-

tire season.
In 1&32 the circus building was torn down

and a brand-ne- theatre erected in its
place. It was opened December 15, 1S52,

with Matilda Herron and a Mr. Fleming in
the principal roles of the "Hunchback,"
supported by an excellent stock compiny.
During tbis second period of activity at
the theatre, which lasted until 1856. Lo'--a

Montez, Julia Dean, Charlotte Cuthrcan,
the Seguln Opera Company, Emma k.

tbe Ravel Family, Gialitto Grlssl
Rose de Vrics, James AV. Wallack, J. E.
Murdock, Joseph Jefferson, wboss name
appears very frequently on the pro-
grammes during this time; John E. Owens,
E. L. Davenport, F. S. Chanfrau. Mile.

Maggie Mitchell, Pa rod I, Edwin
Booth and a host of ether n pea-pi- e

appeared at the bouse. Some of the
programmes contain casts that would in
these days be known as all star organiza-
tions. On one occasion Harry Placide,
James E. Murdock. J. "W. Wallack, Jr., A.
II. Davenport. Joseph Jefferson. Edwin
Adams, Lizzie Weston and Kate Ilowe all
appeared in a production of the "School
for Scandal." Tho combination played at
the bouse for over a week to standing
room only.

At 3 o'clock on the morning ot January
13, 1856, the house was burned to the
ground. This time the blaze was

J
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started by an incendiary and not
a timber of the building re
mained. In 1862 the theatre was re-

opened for the fourth time by Messrs. W.
W. P.apley and A. E. Spaulding. The the
atre was under the management of Leon-
ard Grover at the time ot the opening and
during the courso of his career Annie Lou-
ise Kellogg, Lucille Western, Annie Pro
vost, Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Florence, "Yan
kee" Robinson and John Wilkes Booth ap-

peared at the house, the latter for one per
formance only.

In 1S61 the National was renovated and
remodeled and passed Into the hands of
Manager W. W. Rapley. Mr. Rapley se-

cured tbe very best talent in the country
for his house and It was here that the resi-
dents of the city had an opportunity to see
a number of tho most celebrated plays and
players.

Jefferson played as frequently as In the
days of old, John Brougham, Madame Rl3-tor- i,

Julia Daly, John Sleeper Clarke,
Chanfrau, Edwin Forrest. "Billy" Flor-
ence and his wife. Miss. Batcman, J. K.
Emmett, Lydia Thompson, Mrs. Bowers,
Charles Fechter. Mrs. Scott Siddons. Frank
.Majo. May Savllle, Lester Wallack, Dion
Bouclcaulr, Charles Mathews, cnrlstine
Nlllson, Emma Soldene, Janauschek. and
Alice Oatcs are among the celebrities that
appeared at the National during tbe course
of the next ten years. During this period
the theatre passed into the hands of sev-

eral managers, but was continuously open
from that time on to the present.

A IMioenixllUc Old I"lnyhoue.
The third fire at the theatre occurred In

1873, and again the building was a total
wreck. It was Immediately rebuilt by Mr.
Rapley, and once more started on a tri-

umphant career. For a period of twelve
years the theatre was the centre of all
that was good in the theatrical world, and
in 18S5 was again destroyed by fire. Once
more Mr. Rapley cleared away the ruins
and commenced the construction of a
building of which the present National
Theatre is the result At the time of its
construction the theatre was second to
none in the country, In point of conveni-
ence both for the public and the players,
and It has had a long career of prosperity.

During the course of Its long existence
as a place of amusement every theatrical
celebrity ot this country and Europe have
trod its boards. Almost eTery play or op-

era known to man has been given within
its portals, and it has never in the least
deteriorated from the standard set by the
builders ot the house in 1833. One peculiar
thing about the National Theatre Is that
with all of the fires that have occurred
within its walls there has never been a
person Injured or killed in the building at
any time in Its history. The house has been
regarded for years as one of the most
solid theatres in the country and there 13

not another theatre in the United States
that has had so many n actors
play within its four walls.

In addition to the theatre mentioned
there were a number of music balls In the
city where theatrical performances have
been git en. The best known cf these is
the Masonic -- Temple. Odd Fellows' Hall
on Seventh Street northwest, which was
known as the homo ot minstrelsy, and
Wlllard Hall. All of which are in opera-
tion as music halls at tbe present date.

DRINKS OCEANS OF TEA.

The Beverage Coxtly in llnnMla, But
AH ntl-- e Hennlrc It.

(From the
Among the few'things for which Russia

deservedly enjoys a creditable and univer-
sal reputation, Russian tea doubtless oc
cupies a prominent place, both on account
of its quality and mode of preparation and
consumption. In the first place, there 13

no such thing as Russian tea in tbe literal
sense of the word. It is entirely an article
Imported from China, which country will
probaably continue for a long time to bi
the chief source of tea supply for the Rus-
sian market. Tea In Russia is very dear,
but tbis is due to the heavy expenses of
transport and custom duties. The Rus-
sians drink enormous quantities of tea.
sufficient to frighten any Englishman.

The poor people and, alas! the Russian
people are the poorest in existence use
the "brick" tea. This i3 tbe
cheapest sort, being mixed with the stems,
and compressed by some adhesive gum
into dy cakes of various sizes, resembling
in its appearance ping tooacco. inis
tea, which would probably prove poison-
ous to anyone else, is consumed by the
Russian wotklngman at the average rata
of about twenty stakans (or tumblers) a
day; the Russian stakan being quite equal
to five of the little thimbles of cups used
in England at afternoon teas. Indeed, a
Russian won't be satisfied until "sedmoi
pot proshibyot," or "the seventh perspira
tion breaks out," according to the popu'ar
saying. Taking into consideration that
black, sour or bitter, brlck-lik- c bread, raw
onions, garlic, dried leather-lik- e fish, and
strongly salted herring are usually tho
chief articles of food of the people at large.
one must not wonder at the enormou3
quantity of hot tea needed to stilt a Rus-
sian's thirst and help on his digestion.

The inferior sort of tea Is, besides, very
cheap, but, of course, it is not the "brick"
tea as used by the poor moujik that enjoys
a world-wid- e reputation, but that in use
among the middle and upper classes. In
such households tea at the price ot 5s. or
6s. per pound (0.90 of the English pound
avordupois) is quite an ordinary thing,
while in wealthier families 103. to 123. per
pound is frequently paid. There are choice
sorts of teas which are sold even at 29
rubles per pound, but of these only a few
leaves arc used to add an extra delicious
aroma to the ordinary tea. Thus the high
quality of the tea itself, brought overland
and most carefully packed. Is the chief rea-
son of its superiority over the teas in use
in Western Europe.

But apart from tbe tea Itself, the Rus-
sian method ot preparing it goes a long
way to contribute to the fine taste of the
beverage. In this process tho famous
"samovar" plays the principal part, and a
word or two of explanation will not bo
amiss. The "samovar" Is the utensil used
only for boiling the water. They are
usually made of brass or copper, but there
are also sliver samovars, the inside being
lined with another metal. In tho middle
there is a kind of chimney or fire recepta-
cle, around which fresh cold water Is pour-
ed Into the samovar. Burning charcoal or
wood Is thrown into the chimney, and It
usually takes about a quarter ot an hour
before the water begins to boll, this being
announced by a volume of steam from un-
der he cover. Then the boiling water Is
poured upon the tea In the pot. and the
latter placed on the top of tbe samovar to
keep warm, as tea coseys are unknown in
Russia. The infusion is made very strong,
but only about a fifth or quarter of a glass
Is filled with it, the rest being filled up
with the boiling water. A slice of lemon
or milk is added according to taste, and
sugar Is put into the glass, or used "v
prikusku."

There js no "respectable" household In
Russia without one or more samovars. The
utensil Is turned out by tho million. Tula,
tho Russian Sheffield, Is particularly fa-
mous for the production of this article.
The samovar Is In use three or four times
a day; in some houses. Indeed, it Is kept
boiling the whole day long. The samovar
may be really termed the Russian hearth
and fireside. Around It tho family and
guests assemble, drinking tea and chatting
for hours. Its steaming and cheerful hum-
ming are as music to the Russian car, ac-
customed as it is t6 tho sound from ear-
liest childhood. Even when leaving their
native soil for lands, when lug-
gage has to be reduced to a minimum, the
Indispensable samovar Is rarely left be-
hind, and In tho new countries of their
adoption it forms frequently a melan-
choly link with the past.

At Ilrenlc of Dnr.
At break of day, when thadous fly.

And still the earth Is white with dew.
And light. Hit mists on hillsides lie.

And all tbe purple meadow through
The morning wind moves like a sigh
(Xo sullied thine draus ever nigh

When thus the djy from Cod is new).
Oh, then I wale all quietly.
And as from tome sweet place most high

On the chaste line of tlay and night
Whence holy thoughts will souls imbue

Who wake, praise Cod, keep pure, walk right.
A loon comes; ii't not blest that I

Walk thus through fields of Cod with you
At break of day, when shadows fir?

M. L. Van Vorst.

DISPLAYS 1. TIE

CITI HffiuT HOUSES
r

Enough Provender in Stalls
to Feed air Army.

Summer Proline's Kept in Cold

Storage lor Winter Use.

Stroll ot a Reporter Thronch I
Arctic Tunnel Loaded "With

Delightful UaculcntN.

The market houses of the city are un
doubtedly the busiest places In Washing
ton on Saturdays between the hours of
9 o'clock and noon. These great build
ings, which hold within their walU food
enough to feed tho people In the District
for several days withoul a renewal of the
supply, begin their worlc in the early dawn
of the morning. The hucksters and dealers
who dispenso produce to the local multi-
tudes go to the place of their day's la-

bors before many thousands of the popu-

lation have awakened to the fact that they
are hungry and by 6 o'clock; have arranged
their stands in tempting- - array. Meat
enough is stored there to feed thousands of
soldiers, unless exception is made of tho
lads who ate embalmed beef, canned roast
beef and other equally unpalatable varie-
ties ot beef, while with the army in Cuba-The- re

Is much doubt as to the capacity of
the market to hold enough of any kind of
toou to satisfy the hunger of an ordinary
sized army of these starved beings. There
is butter galore and bread by the hundred
weight; fresh vegetables of every descrip
tion: tions ot the tropics and tbe tem- -
pcrate north; cakes of everv known va
riety in the baker's art, and fish from the
muddy depths ot the Potomac and from
the clearer waters of the sea and Inland
lakes. To a hungry man who visits the
market without the means of immediately
partaking of the delicacies there displayed
the sight is maddening and enough to
give one an Inclination to commit petty
larceny.

The Washington markets are without
doubt among the very best in
the world. Their cold storage fa-
cilities are excellent and proba-
bly no city in the country can boast ot
establishments of "this character better
equipped than the buildings here. To be
sure, there are larger ones In the great
cities ot the country, but those In Wash-
ington are said to outstrip all others in
point of perfect equipment.

On a busy day the'rcccivinc rooms ot
tho cold storage plants'aro a veritable bed-
lam ot motion and sounot Tho truck farm-
ers from the surrounding country bring
their products to be stored for better
prices. Tho unloading If their vehicles i3
accompanied with much1 confusion. Black
porters are to be seerf rushing here and
there pushing trucks-- , loaded with fresh,
crisp produce. The fcontlnual cry of "Heads
up. boss!" to tbe bewildered outsider, to-
gether with the shouts of the drivers to
their horses and the loud-tone- d orders o
those directing the displacement of goods
all contribute to paralyze the senses of
tho person who by accident finds himself a
wanderer in tho boisterous throng.

The marketmaster of the Centre Market,
upon request of a reporter to be allowed
to see the e, department, com-
plied very courteously, After giving some
necessary directions to the men who were
rushing hither and thither with trucks, he
beckoned the reporter to follow. The way
lead through a dark chamber full ot

sounds to a deep pit which, to a
superstitious person, might have presented
some dread, but it seemed from further
developments that the yawning chasm was
not bottomless for presently a largo plat-
form came slow ly creeping- - from the depths
below. When It had reached the level ot
the fioor the marketmaster and the re-

porter stepped aboard and were borne to
tho next floor above, which was much
lighter and brighter than the mysterious
chambers below. A labyrinth of lorrl-do- rs

walled on one side by ponderous doors
and on the other by the walls of the build-
ing which abut the Inside court extend
along the entire length of the building.
With a warning to enter quickly the mar-ketm-

opened tho nearest door. Obey-
ing the injunction the reporter found him-
self in a large compartment around tho
walls of which extended coils of pipes
glittering with frost The silence of the
place was oppressive and the voice of
the guide vibrated through the air with
startling distinctness.

Although the air outside was co'.d and
raw and the reporter was well clothed In
his winter garments, still the frigidity of
the room was keenly felt and reminded him
of the blizzard weather in February.
Around tbe walls were piled like cord wooi
In a woodyard quantities of g

objects which, upon examination, proved
to be shad. They were frozen solid and
looked like sculptured stone. "Before the
days of cold storage," the marketmaster
explained, "game, fruits, meats, and veg-
etables could only be secured In season,
and the stock left unsold on the markt.
stands spoiled or had to be given away.
This process has done away with 'the
stupendous loss to hucksters by the freez-
ing of goods of all sorts so that they may
be kept fresh and wholesome until sold."

"Toward the close of the shad season,"
he said, "when some few who have not
cared for the delicacies during the season
come to the realization that they want
shad, tbe dealer who has bad foresight
enough to keep a supply In cold storage
will make blg money as there are many
who do not know until the proper time
ha3 past that they want something ob-

tainable only during limited periods." A
number of buckets were plied on the floor
in the apartment and upon bslng asked by
tho reporter what they containeJ, the
marketmaster made the startling reply
that they were filled with bakers' egg3.

Fcrmcrly, he said, bakers were in
the habit of buying eggs by the gross and
very often before being used they would
get broken or spoil. Now all that is nec-
essary Is to break the shell, separate the
yolk from the white and place them here,
to be used whenever wanted. The shrewd
baker now buys his egg supply when they
are cheap, as they will keep for any
length of timo when placed in cold storage.

There are many rooms of similar char-
acter to this. In them ,arc miles of colled
pipe which glitters the sear round with
snow-whit- e frost. The outside light is shut
out and the room3 are illuminated with
electric lamps, the power for which Is sup-
plied from motors in the basement. Three
large refrigerating machines furnish the
cold. Each Is of sufficient capacity to sup-
ply the entire plant, but three are consid
ered necessary to guard against a rising
temperature, which might bo caused by
the derangement of one or two of tho ma
chines. In the engine, room beneath the
ground are huge hydraulic pumps, wnicn
force the ammonia-charge- d brine through
the piping to each apartment where the
temperature can bo gauged at will.

In these frigid apartments butter is
changed to bricks, as hard as iron; fish to
shining masses of onyx and silver, lard to
a substance of the consistency of alabaster,
and meats to huge masses resembling Ivo-

ry. The change which takes place In articles
placed under the Influence of the polar
stillness of the numerous chambers Is In
no way derogatory to the quality of the
food, and can be kept for any length of
time, provided the cold Is maintained bel-

ow- the freezing point.
Tho advent of ..... cold-stora- system .

has practically ruined the butchers' bu3l-- a

ness In Washington that Is, as far as the
killing and dressing of cattle Is concerned.
Formerly all tho beef consumed In the Dis-

trict was dressed In the city, but the in-

vention of cars has done away
with all this, and now the greatest part
of the beef Is brought from the great pack-
ing houses of the Western cities.

Though the general run of customers
realize the folly of tramping all over their
particular market building seeking a place

where they can buy something a little
cheaper than they can at some other stand,
still there are many who make it a prac-
tice to go from stall to stall snapping let-
tuce leaves from a crisp bunch of the vege-
table to test their freshness, tasting butter,
tearing back tho wings of poultry, burying
their nails in potatoes and apples, much
to the detriment of these articles. Often
this Is keptip for an hour or more by the
too economically Inclined person, and then.
It very often happens that he does not buy
anything. A market man must, before he
enters the business, be endowed with a pa-
tience far superior to that of Job If he
wishes to be successful, .for "If there is
anything more exasperating than to see an
individual come up who perhaps has no
Intention ot making a purchase and finger
articles intended only to be eaten, and
which are not at all benefited by handling.

should like to know what It is," said a
well-kno- dealer to The Times reporter
yesterday afternoon. "Ot course," con-
tinued he. "there are some things which
we sell that can be handled without harm-
ing them, but to have a man or woman
come up and stick his or her finger in a
quantity of butter, as I have often seen
them do. Just, for the sake ot seeing how
bard it is, makes me wonder how I have
been able to control my temper. Then
again, people ask the silliest kind of ques-
tions which, it you happen to feel a little
under the weather, well-nig- h drives you
crazy." Indeed the market men manage
to keep their tempers to a phenomenal de-
gree, and it Is very seldom that one gives
way under tho strain of exasperations
which he has to bear.

Tho markets are filled with customers
during the entire day. Some arrive with !
the sun, while others put off getting their
supply of food until the last thing at night,
when the hucksters are about to closo their
stands..

Tet there are many who are sensible and
do their buying in reasonable hours. There
are many society ladles who are fond, ot
visiting the market each market day and
purchasing supplies for the replenishment
of their larders at home: Among those
who are in tho habit of visiting tbe stalls
are Mrs. Letter, Mrs. Dent. Mrs. Hltt, Mrs.
Hale, and Mrs. Mackay-Smlt- h. Mrs.
Cleveland, when mistress of the White
House, took especial pleasure in visiting
the markets, buying flowers and delicacies
for consumption at the Executive Mansion.

There are many picturesque features ot
tho markets. The country people who reg-
ularly tako up their places on the curb-
stone to sell produce from their farms af-
ford a study of human nature which cannot
bo found in any except a town where the
market facilities are similar to those here.
Among those who perhaps attract the most
attention aro tbe old negro Women who sell
herbs and charms. The herbs are supposed
to cure almost any ill that afflicts the hu-
man frame, while the charms will do any-
thing from Insuring an Infallible road to
heaven to promptly securing a husband for
an old maid.

OBXENTAL JOTJBNAIJSK.

AoteH Front Onr Ortcan in tbe Phil-
ippine.

(From the Cleveland Plain Dealer.)
Tho following local items are alleged to

be from the "Cavite Chronicle" ot Febru-
ary 7, before the Insurgents openly defied
Uncle Sam:

Letters addressed to the following per-
sons remain uncalled for in the Cavite
postofflce:

General Agnostlno.
Senor Armadillo y De La Plata.
Admiral Montijo.
Ramon Huanaclllo de Aguinaldo.
John Smith.
The Filipinos have a national drink that

is a liquid terror. It tastes like a combi-
nation of red pepper and gasoline, and
makes a man see more queer things than
a microscope can discover in Chicago River
water. In describing the effects of this
awful drink a Minnesota corporal said:
"It gives a man the Jagglede3t Jag that
ever came down the pike. There is a Bos-
ton chap In our company who filled up on
the stuff. Next day he was asked how ho
felt. "I feel,' ho said, 'as if I had been
drawn through tho back bay, mopped over
the Common and dropped from Bunker
Hill Monument.'"

The average Filipino Is a child of slmplo
habits and complex appetite. We were
much impressed by the extreme defiance ot
the laws of cleanliness exhibited by an un-
tutored native a few days ago and in the
goodness of our heart we handed blm a
cake of choice soap. At tbe same time in
eloquent pantomine we Imitated the mo-
tions of a man enjoying a much-neede- d

scrub. Ho shook his head knowingly, smil- -
ea Droaaiy and went his way.

Pretty soon he came back.
With one hand he gleefully rubbed his

protuberant stomach. The other hand was
outstretched with the palm uppermost-H- e

had eaten the soap and wanted more.
Allabimballaboo, a Malay from Hollo,

who ha3 been employed In the street clean-
ing department, was taken with a sudden
desire to run. amuck yesterday morning.
He was promptly hauled off to the county
Jail in a garbage cart.

While crossing a big bridge yesterday
afternoon a Manila belle had tho misfor-
tune to lose her bat, a playful gust of wind
snatching it from her head and whirling It
over the rail to the water below. A gallant
member of the Utah Battery immediately
leaped Into the water and seizing the hat
rapidly swam ashore with it, to the 'ntense
delight of a crowd of spectators. Always
take a wlneglassful of Bovle's Stomach
Bitters after sudden exposure to cold and
wet. For sale at all drug Joints.

Sergeant Bollinger, ot the First Califor-
nia, hooked a seventeen-foo- t shark in the
bay last Sunday. As usual It got away.
This Is evidently the fourteen-foo- t shark
that Corporal Rattiger, of the Tenth Penn-
sylvania, booked on Tuesday. The extra
three feet can be accounted for by the fact
that Bollinger is a zealous expansionist.

Things seem a little slow In this ancient
Spanish town. Tho Cavite Street boys arc
whistling "Comrades" and "Sweet Marie."
and a few of them have Just commenced on
the "Banks of the Wabash," There is no
telling when "A Hot Time in tho Old
Town" will get here.

The Utah battery has a new mascot. It's
a monkey, and Private Sharp says it al-

ready knows enough to be a captain gen-
eral.

The Independent Sons of the Orient,
Cord and Creese Chapter, will meet every
Friday evening In the Malay Block, over
Chlnganorlan's opium Joint.

Dress parade this afternoon at 3. Go
out and see the boys when they are
slicked up.

Bob Callemont, the famous walking del-

egate, arrived by the last steamer from
'Frisco.

Paslg River water needs boiling.
Luna gets full on the 23d.

MtioUtnp; Hcfore Tolmeeo.
(From the London Kreninjr Standard.)

There is some reason to think that peo-
ple smoked before tobacco was introduced.
In several old books of housewifery cer-
tain herbs named are to be "smoaked,"
which means, perhaps, inhaling, as we
should say; but the other signification 13

by no means Improbable. A vast number
of clay pipes have been "found under con-
ditions which would seem to prove that
they were deposited long before Raleigh's
birth; and a pipe of early date is so utterly
unlike the modern form that these could
not hae been dropped by laborers of the
present day At an antiquarian meeting
many years ago an old gentleman told
bow his grandfather used to give him cop-
pers for wading Into Pool Dam at

to gather "buck-bane- ."

which the veteran smoked to relieve asth-
ma. That reminiscence carries us back
a century and a half, and It te 'probable
that buck-ban- c had been used for asthma
"time out of mind."

If people were already familiar with the
practice of smoking herbs we should have
an explanation of the astonishing rapidity
Ti.lflt...... xthleh........ fhpv

J fnnlr. in tnhfirro . Tt.. .mnv..J
noted that Cartler found the Indians of

Hochelaga, on the St. Lawrence, smoking
an herb which wo recognize from his de-

scription a3 lobelia, as well as tobacco.
His sailors did not care for the latter,
but the former met with their approval
from the first, for it was "as good as
drink" to them. Th" medicine men
smoked lobelia before prophesying, and
under Its effect they raved. Has this prop-
erty of the weed been tested by tbe sa-

vants?

WHITE HOTJSE GAMES.

An Old-Tl- Scandal Over Chens and
nilllnrdH.

Life at the White House In the "good
old days" during the early part of tbe cen-
tury was not one-ha- lf so carele3s and

as antiquarians would have
moderns believe. While the Presidents
who occupied the Executive Mans.on dur-
ing the romantic period between 1SG0 and

were not subjected to the tiresome
round ot receptions and displayed --pe.mp
customary In recent years, yet the path' a President was exceeding; narrow and
the prejudices of the times made pleasure
a guarded monotony.

The log cabin population ot the sjveral
States honestly believed with a Jealou3 bJ-Il- cf

that the President was a being who
lived In such splendor as would have
shamed even Nero, and as eloquent stump
speakers were forever proclaiming the fact
that all this was at the expense ot the peo-
ple, the slightest divergence from tho

Puritan belief was at once denouncel
as "alarming to the religious, the moral
and the reflecting portion of the commu-
nity."

It Is a, historical fact that shortly after
the inauguration of John (Juincy Adams,
in 1S26, several items were held up and
bitterly criticised In the House of Repre-
sentatives. The Items In question were
discovered in a bill for refurnishing tte
White House and Included the following:
For chessmen ?23 CO
For billiard uall 8 00
For billiard tabic in 00
for cuecKcrs X VQ

Trouble began to pile upon tho" Presi-
dent in large chunks, and all because of
billiards, the chessmen, and checkers. He
was denounced as a gambler and an immor
al man, and his conduct-wa- s the one topic cf
scanaai lor many weeks. Billiard tables
were proscribed by law-- in the State of
Virginia, and tbe bewildered statesman be-
gan to fear for hi3 very head. Tho '"Na-
tional Intelligencer" and the "Richmond
Inquirer" ran "scare heads" and "played
up" the news, for a President who would
dare to play chess was a rara. avis.

Matters went from bad to worse, and the
affair resulted la

the overwhelming defeat ot President Ad-

orns during the next campaign. Poor Ad-
ams was known as the most shabbily
dressed man ever elected to the Presiden-
tial chair, and it was said that he had
worn the same hat for ten years, yet the
people argued that a man who would rlay
chess and checkers was a spendthrift and
that ho was endangering the life of the
new republic

A story was related In connection with
the "ungodly" billiard playing of Presi-
dent Adams to the effect that he had play-
ed Henry Clay a game for a picture owned
by the latter, and that the picture hung
on a. wall In the White House for some
time. However, it was a long time before
a quiet little game of anything was in-

dulged In by an occupant of the Executive
Mansion.

Soon after the inauguration of President
Jackson a story went the round3 to the
effect that "Old Hickory" was wont to
keep a Jug of good whisky In every closet
in the White House. While the story was
accepted as truth, tho allegations were
never used against the President,-probabl- y

because of the fact that he was en-

shrined In the hcart3 of the people as the
"Hero of New Orleans." It Is related that
when Davy Crockett called upon President
Jackson, the latter handed out a demijohn,
and, after enquiring as to the health of
his visitor, left the room.

While no definite Information can ever
be secured as to the little games Indulged
in by the early Presidents, it is known
that on many occasions tbe midnight oil
was burning until daylight while the Pres-
ident endeavored to veto the suites and
leads cf statesmen and diplomats. It Is
also related that many of the Presidents
knew tho difference between a spade and
a heart and could tell an ace from a deuce.

President Adams never recovered from
the silly accusations brought against blm
because of the chess and billiard event. He
retired an embittered old man and during
tho remainedr of his life fought against
every popular system or movement. Even
at that early date ho was a bitter anti-slave- ry

agitator. His blameless policy as
President and the purity of his administra-
tion brought no leniency from the people
for ho had played at chess and billlard3
and checkers.

During the administration of Van Buren,
Tyler, Polk, and later Presidents, whist
and "bluff" were In great vogue and as the
feeling against chess and billiards had
passed with other reforms, the house on
the White Lot was often the scene of Jolly
card parties. It Is not known whether a
President ever went "broke." but the un-

derstanding was that a little chance made
the game more intersting.

During President Cleveland's last term
plenty of gambling was carried on at the
White House, but it was done with pen
and ink, no cards being used.

Ml. XOUBET'S GBACEFTJX act.
How He I'altl cvr Year Cnlli "With

llln Opponent.
(From the Xew York Tribune.)

A pleasing story has been recalled re-

cently about a remarkable incident in the
early political life of M. Emile Loubet.
the new President of tho French Repub-
lic. It was Iff 1877, when a reactionary
Ministry had come into power for a few
months, thanks to the indifference ot the
President, Marshal MacMahon. Ot course,
the Secretary of the Interior, following the
usual traditions in France, where even the
mayors of cities, towns, and villages have
to be confirmed in their offices, and some-
times appointed by the central Govern-
ment, hastened to displace M. Loubet. who
had been chosen mayor by the citizens of
Montelimar, who were by a large majority
strong partisans of the. Republic Tbe
Minister appointed in bis place his polit-
ical adversary, M. Messie, "catonnier," or
president, of the Lawjers Association, and
a pronounced partisan of the

and clerical Government of Mac-
Mahon, but at the same time an enlight-
ened spirit and a loyal adversary In the
field ot politics. The first motion proposed
by the newly installed mayor to his mu-
nicipal council was a vote of thanks to
M. Loubet for the eminent services ren-
dered by the latter to the city, and of un-

reserved praise for his wise administra-
tion. The motion was voted unanimously
by the council.

Tbis at that time of general rancor be-

tween political parties was a proceeding
entirely to the honor of the two adver-
saries. MM. Messie and Loubet, but what
followed a few months later was still more
original, especially when French habits In
politics are taken Into consideration. The
reactionary Cabinet had been overthrown
by the popular verdict at the leglsla'ive
elections of October, 1877. but the mayors
had not yet been changed, and M. Messie
was still at the head of the Montelimar ad-

ministration, waiting to be replaced for-
mally by his predecessor, M. Loubrt. He
was therefore still In office, when ha called
one morning upon M. Loubet and said:
"Tomorrow 'Is the 1st of January. The
mayor has to pay the usual obligatory
visits, and this duty belongs to me. since
I am still In place. But you are mayor In
reality, since you are the popular favorite.
I am greatly embarrassed."

M. Loubet laughed. "I gue3s yojr
thoughts." said he. "You want to intimate
that it is I who should perform the task."

"Well," said M. Messie, laughing aleo, "I
should not see any Inconvenience In It, for
I find myself In a queer situation."

"Say," retorted M. Loubet. moved by
the embarrassment of bis successor, "there
might be a way to arrange ever thing.
How should you like it if we b-- th paid
these visits together?"

The proposition was enthusiastically ac-

cepted, and there was great stupefaction on
the part of the subprefect, the military
commandant, the curate, tho President mf

the Tribunal, and other high functionaries,
when they saw the two political adver-
saries coming arm In arm to present to
them the compliments ot ths season.

Itntr Time,
(From the Cleveland Plain Dealer.)

"Oh. wc Just liad a lovely time, mamma, hut
what do you think Willie dull He got to fight
ing with Jlmmle Todgera, and mo&t of his
clothes were all torn to rags."

" Illie. I'm ashamed of you. Do you call that
having a good timer

"Yes, ma'am; rag timet"

LIQUID AIR AM)

ITS POSSIBILITIES

Coming l.ival of Electricity
ns a Motor Tower.

Destined to Be an Iinpor.'ant Fac-

tor in Commerce.

Lntrxt of ticlentlflc Inventions to At-
tract Attention From the Xa-- .

tlons of the Unrth.

Washington devotees to science are bus-
ily engaged Just now speculating upon tho
possibilities ot liquid air. Tbe Interest
that is taken in this wonderful fluid Is
phenomenal. Many outside ot tbe ranks ot
science are thinking of the matter seri-
ously and are dreaming of the startling
changes which the advent of liquid air as
a motive power portends. Perhaps no
other discovery in tho scientific world has
aroused such universal interest unless it
was the finding and development of tho

y.

From time to time during the past few
years the newspapers have published ac-

counts of experiments with liquid air. con-

ducted by scientists In different parts at
ths- - world. At first the results Interested
only those more deeply versed In scien-
tific lore, as the great cost of producing
the liquid when the first trials "were con-

ducted made its useful application In tbe
affairs of life too remote to be considered
by those who seek to turn to practical ac-

count scientific discoveries, but within the
pa3t few months, since Prof. Charles E.
Trlpler, of New York, has demonstrated
his ability to make gallons of the subtle
fluid at a trifling cost and more ha3 been
learned about its Irresistible expansive
powers, mechanical experts as well as oth-
ers who would be benefited by Its appli-
cation as a motive power have and aro
still regarding with deep interest every
new development in methods of harnessing
Its wonderful strength.

The lecture of Prof. Charles E. Trlpler,
ot New York, the Inventor o the only ma-

chine which will produce liquid air In large
quantities at a small cost, before the Na-

tional Geographic Society at the Arling-
ton Hotel several weeks ago was no doubt
the mean3 of causing the special Interest
which has been aroused In this city. Prof.
Triplet's lecture was illustrated by expe-

riments which showed in a small way the
surprising power of liquid air. Probably
the most practical of these was the de-

monstration of the pressure developed by
the liquid as It assumes Its gaseous form.
The experiment consisted in adjusting a
tube fitted out with a. whistle to a glass
Jar containing a quantity of the fluid. The
confinement imposed by the Jar forced the
expanding air to seek an outlet through
tho tube. This caused the whistle to blow
with considerable force showing that
when the air Is confined it Is possible to
turn Its expansive qualities to account for
propelling powerful machinery. In his la-

boratory In New York, Prof. Tripler by
actual experiment has operated a. steam
engine by means ot the frosty fluid. Tha
engine was a small one, but there Is no
good rcaarn to predict that the largest
engine cannot be made to operate by the
same means. The theory ot the applica-
tion of liquid air Is entirely practical.

For years scientists have been endeavor
ing to discover some way by which tho
heat of the sun's rays can be utilized In
producing power. It would seem that
these endeavors have been crowned with
success at last. The employment ot liquid
air is in entire accordance with the sug-
gestion of the use ot the sun's heat, bat
it Is not in the line of Investigations pre-
viously carried on. Former experiments
have endeavored to secure power from the
direct ray3 of the sun but the expansion
ot liquid air can be produced even when
the sun Is not shining. The heat stored In
the surrounding air on the coldest winter
day is sufficient to melt liqulr air, thus
producing expansion.

Washington investigators wno nave ex-

amined the merits ot the new discovery
frequently within the past few weeks ex-

press the belief that the time is very near
when the entire practicability ot the em-

ployment ot liquid air in commerce will
be demonstrated beyond the shadow ot a
doubt. They freely predict that the com-
ing year will witness the beginning
of a mightly revolution In the me-

chanical world which during Its
course will cause the retirement ot steam
and even electricity from the field 03
power producers- - It Is very probable,
however, they say. that electricity will
continue to bo used for lighting purposes.
It seems, though. If the predictions ot sci-

entific jnen are to be depended upon that
its usefulness for propulsion purposes is
at an end at least until some more direct
means of producing It can be found.

Should liquid air prove such a potent
factor as many seem to think it will tha
time is not tar distant when horses will
be retired to the enjoyment of a. long-earn-

rest. Instead ot cabs and carriages
being drawn by the faithful quadruped
through the streets of Washington they
will be propelled by liquid air motors. The
streets of the city, which are noted
throughout the United States for their fine,
smooth pavements, are especially well
adapted for vehicles of this character.
Should discoveries now anticipated be real-
ized to the extent predicted It 13 thought
that Improvements in the production of
power will be carried to eveTy line of trade
and industry. The cycling enthusiast will
no longer have to pump his weary way
over beautiful roads in the vicinity ot the
city, but will simply apply the power to
his liqulr air bicycle and glide hllthefully
over the hard macadam enjoying the pic-

turesque scenery as he goes.
All who have lived In Washington for any

length ot time have heard of the mills
and manufactories of Georgetown, which
receive their power from the Great Fall3 ot
the Potomac This picturesque and ancient
manner of harnessing the gravitation power
of nature will. In common with the manipu-
lation of tho aerial forces for the perform-
ance of man's work, give way to that more
potent power which now seems to be com-

ing to our command. To the more progress-
ive the anticipation ot this revolution
which threatens Is a pleasure, but to those
who have an undying respect for the insti-

tutions and methods of the past generations
the contemplation i3 painful and to those
whose opinions on such a matter are ex-

treme the coming changes are regarded as
being almost sacrilegious. In the mean-

time tho eyes of the thinking world will
watch eagerly for new developments In
direction ot perfecting and improving ways
for handling to advantage the new power.

1:111 tin rrast In is.
(From the Philadelphia KeconL

One of W llmington's best known society men
made a visit to Philadelphia last week, and to
avoid the annoyance o( carrying a ba he

about his person the materials necessary
to a night's comfort and the morning's toilet
Without going further into particulars, he had
hi tooth brush in his overcoat pocket, and his
collar in his hat.

In the evening, with a friend, he-- went to a
theatre, and as the play was rporrakir one they
considered themselves lucky to gettwo seats in
the front row of the balcony.

Oiercoats were carelevdy UmI over the rail,
and the toothbrush clipped out of the pocket and
fell into the parquet. Involuntarily both men
looked over to see where it fell, and met the
t)ts ot two girls they knew who were looxins
up to sec where it came from.

This was embarrasing. especially as an unmis-
takable titter could be heard (rom the parquette.

.At the end ot the first act the men grabbed their
hats and hurried out to restore their composure
by artuleul means. On returning they found
the collar, which had slipped from the hat,
carefully laid en the seat ot one ct their chairs,
and the whole balcony waj giggling.

All He Could Do.
(From the Yonkers Statesman.)

Dill You say your friend was a proline writer!
Jill That's wliat he was.
"What did he ever do to benefit mimanltyT"
"He died."


